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H 1679.1

HOUSE BI LL 1984

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2003 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representatives Kagi and Darneille

Read first tine 02/18/2003. Referred to Commttee on Educati on.

AN ACT Relating to school district salary allocations; anmendi ng RCW
28A. 150. 410 and 28A.400. 205; adding new sections to chapter 28A 400
RCW and providing an effective date.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 28A. 400
RCWto read as foll ows:

The cost of housing for each school district shall be determ ned
every ten years based on a standard set of housing specifications and
on data reported for the nost recent annual period for which data are
avai |l abl e. The data shall be collected by a nationally recognized
entity that collects statistically valid housing cost data for federal
government agencies and businesses, selected by the legislative
eval uation and accountability program and subject to approval by the
| egislative fiscal committees. The legislative evaluation and
accountability program shall contract with the entity selected under
this section fromfunds provided for this purpose.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 28A. 400
RCWto read as foll ows:
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Districts shall be divided into quartiles based on each district's
cost of housing as determ ned under section 1 of this act. The salary
increases provided to certificated instructional staff under RCW
28A. 400. 205 shall be distributed differentially to each of the
quartiles until percentage differences in certificated instructiona
staff base salaries are as follows: The base salary for districts in
the second quartile shall be five percent greater than the base salary
in the lowest quartile; the base salary for districts in the third
quartile shall be ten percent greater than the base salary in the
| owest quartile; the base salary for districts in the fourth quartile
shall be fifteen percent greater than the base salary in the | owest
quartile. After these percentage differences have been attained,
salary increases shall be provided at the same percentage for all
districts.

The base salary for each of the quartiles shall be established in
the omi bus appropriations act and shall be reflected in supporting
LEAP docunents. The statew de salary allocation schedule included in
t he omi bus appropriations act shall be the schedule for the districts
in the | owest quartile.

The percentage increases provided under this section and RCW
28A. 400. 205 shall be the sanme for every district within each quartile,
except that a grandfathered district shall not receive salary increase
all ocations and the base salary of the grandfathered district shal
remai n unchanged, until the base salary of the district's quartile is
greater than the grandfathered district's base salary. In the year in
whi ch the grandfathered district's base salary would be |less than the
base salary of the district's quartile, the grandfathered district
shal|l receive a salary increase such that its base salary is equal to
the base salary of the quartile.

For purposes of this section, "base salary”" neans the state salary
allocation for an enployee with a baccal aureate degree and zero years
of service; a "grandfathered district" nmeans one of the thirty-four
districts wwth a base salary as identified on the LEAP 12E schedul e for
t he 2002-03 school year greater than the base salary on the statew de
sal ary allocation schedul e.

Sec. 3. RCW 28A. 150. 410 and 2002 ¢ 353 s 1 are each anended to
read as fol |l ows:
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(1) The legislature shall establish for each school year in the
appropriations act a statewide salary allocation schedule, for
all ocation purposes only, to be used to distribute funds for basic
education certificated instructional staff sal aries under RCW
28A. 150. 260. The statewide salary allocation schedule shall be
adj usted for cost-of-living differences as specified under section 2 of
this act.

(2) Salary allocations for state-funded basic education
certificated instructional staff shal | be calculated by the
superintendent of public instruction by determning the district's
average salary for certificated instructional staff, wusing the
statewide salary allocation schedule and adjustnents for cost-of-
housi ng differences under section 2 of this act, and rel ated docunents,
conditions, and limtations established by the ommi bus appropriations
act .

(3) Begi nning January 1, 1992, no nore than ninety coll ege quarter-
hour credits received by any enployee after the baccal aureate degree
may be used to determ ne conpensation allocations under the state
sal ary al |l ocati on schedul e and LEAP docunents referenced in the omni bus
appropriations act, or any replacenent schedul es and docunents, unl ess:

(a) The enpl oyee has a masters degree; or

(b) The credits were used in generating state salary allocations
before January 1, 1992.

Sec. 4. RCW 28A. 400.205 and 2001 ¢ 4 s 2 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) School district enployees shall be provided an annual salary
cost-of-living increase in accordance with this section.

(a) The cost-of-living increase shall be cal cul ated by applying the
rate of the yearly increase in the cost-of-living index to any state-
funded salary base used in state funding forrmulas for teachers and
ot her school district enployees. Beginning with the 2001-02 schoo
year, and for each subsequent school year, each school district shal
be provided a cost-of-living allocation sufficient to grant this cost-
of -living increase for the salaries, including nmandatory sal ary-rel at ed
benefits, of all enployees of the district except that differential
salary increases may be provided for certificated instructional staff
as provided under section 2 of this act if total state funding for
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salary increases for certificated instructional staff is the sane as it
would be if the cost-of-living increase were provided to al
certificated instructional staff at the sane rate.

(b) A school district shall distribute 1its cost-of-living
allocation for salaries and salary-related benefits in accordance with
the district's salary schedules, collective bargai ning agreenents, and
conpensation policies. No later than the end of the school year, each
school district shall certify to the superintendent of public
instruction that it has spent funds provided for <cost-of-living
i ncreases on salaries and sal ary-rel ated benefits.

(c) Any funded cost-of-living increase shall be included in the
sal ary base used to determ ne cost-of-living increases for all school
enpl oyees in subsequent years. For teachers and other certificated
instructional staff, the rate of the annual cost-of-living increase
funded for certificated instructional staff shall be applied to the
base salary used wth the statewide salary allocation schedule
est abl i shed under RCW 28A. 150.410 and to any other salary nodels used
to recogni ze school district personnel costs.

(d) Beginning with the 2001-02 school year, the state shall fully
fund the cost-of-living increase in this section as part of its
obligation to neet the basic education requirenments under Article | X of
t he Washi ngton Constitution.

(2) For the purposes of this section, "cost-of-living i ndex" neans,
for any school year, the previous calendar year's annual average
consuner price index, using the official current base, conpiled by the
bureau of |abor statistics, United States department of |abor for the
state of Washington. |[|f the bureau of |abor statistics devel ops nore
than one consuner price index for areas within the state, the index
covering the greatest nunber of people, covering areas exclusively
within the boundaries of the state, and including all itens shall be
used for the cost-of-living index in this section.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. This act takes effect August 1, 2003.

~-- END ---
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